
F i r s t  A s s i g n m e n t s

ASSIGNMENTS FOR FIRST CLASS MEETINGS

We hope you are doing plenty of resting and relaxing.
Here are a few tasks to accomplish to get geared up and
ready.

Seminar
Your first seminar reading will be Homer’s The Iliad
(Books I–VI).

Language
We recommend that before the first class you memorize 
the Greek alphabet. If you feel that your mastery of
English grammar is lacking, we suggest you review its
important rules.

Mathematics
Freshman math begins with Euclid’s The Elements.For
the first class, please read the “Definitions, Postulates,
and Common Notions” at the beginning of Book I.

Laboratory
The lab reading for the first class is enclosed.

St. John’s College is committed to the careful study of
great books, and we believe that students benefit by
maintaining their own collection of the most central of
these books. Many of these books are especially helpful
if they are kept within reach of the student’s desk. Even
if students do not intend to keep all of their books until
or beyond graduation, the choice of editions can some-
times be important. We believe that students benefit
from being able to compare editions and translations,
especially of their seminar readings, and such careful
comparison is not possible when buying books on-line.
Therefore, as an affirmation of the College’s commit-
ment to careful and reflective study, and to encourage
students to maintain their own collection of the most
central of these books. Each semester we will use $200
of your student fees to establish a credit of that amount
at the College Bookstore. A committee of tutors has
assembled a freshman “Essentials” bundle. Freshmen
will receive, upon completion of registration and the
receipt of all deposits, a copy of each of the following
tutorial books: Luschnig—An Introduction to Ancient
Greek for language and Euclid’s Elements for math. The
remaining credit will be used to purchase the two
Freshman Lab Manuals required for spring semester and
the Freshman Music Manual. Any leftover credit may be
used to purchase class materials. 

Retain for your information.
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