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Because the curriculum and instructional methods at St. John’s differ from those at most colleges and 
universities, the Admissions Committee would like to learn more about you than grades and test scores
alone can reveal. The following topics have been designed to give you an opportunity to write fully and
freely about yourself and to tell us, in your own words, how you might benefit from the program at 
St. John’s. Your essays will be read carefully by the members of the Admissions Committee, but we realize
that you may be under academic or other pressures, and we do not expect perfection.

We ask all applicants to address topics 1 through 3. Successful applicants usually write a total of 5-10 
double-spaced, typewritten pages in their response to these three topics. Topic 4 is optional.

1. Explain in detail why you wish to attend St. John’s College; please evaluate the strengths and weakness-
es of your formal education to date.

2. Respond to both parts: (a) Describe your reading habits and your experience with books. (b) Choose
some book that has been important in shaping and deepening your thoughts. Discuss a single aspect of it
(not the book as a whole) that you consider particularly significant.

3. Select some experience from which you have derived exceptional benefit and describe it, explaining its
value to you.

4. Optional. If you wish, provide the Admissions Committee with any additional information that 
you think is relevant to our consideration of your application. You may wish to discuss your health or
family situation, your special talents or hobbies, your religious life, your accomplishments, or your post-
college plans.

Note on Manuscript Preparation: 

Please use white, unlined paper, 81/2 x 11 inches. Answer the questions in order. Use ink or computer.
Number your answers and your pages. Use only one side of the paper. You need not begin each new answer
on a new page. Proofread carefully for punctuation, grammar, sentence structure, and spelling. We 
recommend that you either keep a copy of your application or send the original to us via certified mail.

Please complete next page

A p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  A d m i s s i o n
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Your Name
Mr/Ms/Miss/Mrs      Last    First  Middle

Your Address

City State Zip

Telephone    (                    ) e-mail address

Date of Birth /                   /      Social Security Number                      /              /           
month day year

Citizenship: nn  U.S. Citizen nn  U.S. Permanent Resident nn  Other
Country

Campus: nn  Annapolis, Maryland Session beginning: nn  August 20    
nn  Santa Fe, New Mexico nn  January 20  (Santa Fe campus only)

List any college(s) you have attended. Please ask each one to send us a transcript.

College City, State Dates of Attendance

College City, State Dates of Attendance

College City, State Dates of Attendance

Do you intend to apply for financial aid? nn  Yes nn  No

Please describe in the space below how you first happened to become interested in St. John’s College. Be as specific as
you can. Identify by name and address, if possible, people who influenced you.

List in the space below any questions that you would like us to answer regarding the college or your situation.

Your Signature

You should complete and return this form with your essays as soon as possible. There is no application fee. When the
supporting documents (transcripts from each secondary school and college attended and two letters of reference) and
the application essays are assembled, the application is submitted to the Admissions Committee. You will be notified
of the Committee’s decision as soon as possible.

(Please Print)
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S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l  R e p o r t

NAME OF APPLICANT

Mr/Ms/Miss/Mrs      Last    First  Middle

Applicant’s Address

City State Zip

Telephone    (                    ) e-mail address

Date of Birth /                   /                              
month day year

Citizenship: nn  U.S. Citizen nn  U.S. Permanent Resident nn  Other
Country

SCHOOL NAME CEEB Code

School Address

City State Zip

School Telephone    (                    )

MAILING INSTRUCTIONS:
Please return the completed form as soon as possible to the campus checked below:
nn  Director of Admissions nn  Director of Admissions

St. John’s College St. John’s College
Annapolis, Maryland 21404 Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Planned enrollment date: nn  August 20 nn  January 20 (January date for Santa Fe campus only)

TO THE APPLICANT: 
After filling in the above, give this form to the principal, headmaster, school counselor, or college advisor at your sec-
ondary school. If you have attended college, the Admissions Committee will need your college transcript in addition
to this report from your secondary school.

TO THE PRINCIPAL OR COLLEGE ADVISOR: 
This student is applying for admission to St. John’s College. A full and candid report from the secondary school is
essential if the applicant is to be given fair consideration. We therefore ask for the student’s transcript and for careful
ratings and comments by a school official about the student’s character and abilities. Please complete both sides of this
form, attach it to the student’s transcript, and return it to the address indicated above.

RANK IN CLASS

This candidate ranks                             nn  in a college prep group or  nn  entire class of                             students 
(If precise rank is not available, please indicate approximate rank to the nearest tenth from the top:                                 ).    

Expected Graduation Date

(Please Print)

Please complete next page
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Federal law requires that references be made available to applicants who enroll at St. John’s College unless the 
applicants agree to waive their right of access. Please have the applicant sign and date this form in the appropriate
place if you wish your remarks to remain confidential. Applicants who do not waive their right or do not sign at either
place will be permitted to read their references should they enroll in the college.

I do wish to waive my right of access to this letter:

Applicant’s signature Date

I do not wish to waive my right of access to this letter:

Applicant’s signature Date

How long have you known the applicant?

In what capacity?

(If as teacher, list subject(s) taught to applicant)

Signature Date

nn Check here if you would like to receive more information about St. John’s College. 
Thank you for your help.
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Total Enrollment January 2011

ANNAPOLIS SANTA FE

245 Men 240 Men

212 Women 169 Women

Private/No Religious Affiliation

T H E S T .  J O H N ’ S P R O G R A M

St. John’s College believes that the way to a liberal 
education lies through a direct and sustained con-
frontation with the books in which the greatest minds of
our civilization have expressed themselves and through
rigorous exercise in translation, mathematical demon-
stration, music analysis, and laboratory science.

The books that are at the heart of learning at St. John’s
stand among the original sources of our intellectual tra-
dition. They are timeless and timely; they not only illu-
minate the persisting questions of human existence,
but also have great relevance to the contemporary prob-
lems with which we have to deal. They therefore enter
directly into our everyday lives. Their authors speak to
us as freshly as when they first spoke. They change our
minds, move our hearts, and touch our spirits. What
they have to tell us is not something of merely academic
concern or remote from our real interests. At St. John’s,
books are not treated reverently or digested whole; they
are dissected, mulled over, interpreted, doubted, often
rejected, often accepted. They serve to foster thinking,
not to dominate it.

With a faculty-student ratio of 1 to 8, class sizes range
from a handful in tutorials, to 18 or 20 in seminars and
laboratories and the entire student body for the one
weekly lecture. All classes are discussion classes, so that
the students participate directly and actively in their
own education. Final examinations are oral and individ-
ual. Students’ tutors — as members of the faculty are

called — meet with them twice a year to evaluate their
intellectual performance in their presence and with
their help. 

The seminar is the heart of the St. John’s program. Its
business is the discussion of the books. Two tutors pre-
side, but the seminar is almost exclusively student con-
versation. One tutor begins the seminar with a question
on the assigned book, a question to which he or she may
have no answer. Thereafter the tutors do more listening
than talking. The seminar presupposes that students
are willing to submit their opinions to the scrutiny of
their colleagues. It requires that everyone’s opinion be
heard and explored and that every opinion be support-
ed by argument and evidence. The role of the tutors is
not to give information or to produce the “right” opin-
ion or interpretation; it is to guide the discussion, keep
it moving, define the issues, raise objections, and help
the students in every way possible to understand the
issues, the authors, and themselves. If the tutors, as
they may, take a definite stand and enter the argument,
they can expect no special consideration, for reason is
the only recognized authority. The aims of the seminar
are to ascertain how things are, not how things were; to
develop the students’ powers of reason and understand-
ing and communicating; and to help them arrive at
rational opinions of their own.

In the tutorials the students cultivate the habits of care-
ful analytical study. In the language tutorial, students
study foreign languages and translate them into
English, compare them with each other and with
English, and thus learn something of the nature of lan-
guages in general and of their own in particular.
Throughout the four years students study language as
the discourse of reason through the medium of foreign
tongues: Greek in the first two years and French in the
last two.

A T T A C H T O S E C O N D A R Y S C H O O L R E P O R T
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The college believes that mathematics is an integral
and necessary part of our understanding of the human
intellect and of the world. The mathematics tutorial
seeks to give students an insight into the fundamental
nature and intention of mathematics and into the kind
of reasoning that proceeds systematically from defini-
tions and principles to necessary conclusions. During
the four years students study pure mathematics and the
foundations of mathematical physics and astronomy.

The music tutorial aims at the understanding of music
through attentive listening and through the close study
of musical theory and analysis of works of music — of
Bach, Beethoven, Mozart, Palestrina, and Stravinsky.
Students undertake a thorough investigation of the dia-
tonic system, a study of the ratios of musical intervals, a
consideration of melody, counterpoint and harmony,
and an investigation of rhythm in words as well as in
notes.

In the three-year laboratory program, students consider
how measurement and experiment can help to answer
certain kinds of fundamental questions about the uni-
verse. The students follow the arguments and experi-
ments that can persuade one to believe in things one
cannot see — in atoms, in genes. The program weaves
together the main themes of physics, biology and chem-
istry to catch the understanding and insights that are
needed, with careful scrutiny of the interplay of hypoth-
esis, theory and observed fact. The college does not sub-
scribe to the sharp separation of scientific studies from
the humanities, as if they were distinct and autonomous
domains of learning or two separate cultures.

On Friday evening, the entire college assembles for a
lecture by a tutor or a visitor. It is the only time a lec-
ture is given. Afterward, the lecturer submits to pro-
longed questioning by students and faculty. Thus the
evening serves two purposes: it inculcates in the stu-
dents the habit of listening steadily and attentively to
the exposition of a perhaps unfamiliar subject, and it
gives them the opportunity to exercise their dialectical
skills in a setting different from the classroom.

T H E C O L L E G E

The college has an intellectual climate. It is a cohesive
community in which students are responsive to one
another. Work and play are not polarized; extracurricu-
lar activities supplement the curriculum. Social life is
informal; there are no sororities or fraternities.
Facilities are available for almost any sport, and most
students participate in intramural sports. Many are
involved in student government, publications, dramat-
ics, special-interest groups; students find their own
interests and cultivate them to the extent they choose.
But what goes on outside the classroom assumes much
of the character of what happens inside; it is pursued
with a sense of purpose and with the active participa-
tion of the students.

T H E S T U D E N T S

St. John’s students are intellectually alive. They habitu-
ally read books and value good talk; otherwise they fit
no pattern and come from all over the country. About
65 percent of them come from public schools. All stu-
dents must enter as freshmen, and about a fourth of
every freshman class are students who have had one,
two or even three years of college work elsewhere.
Attracted by the unique program that St. John’s offers,
they are willing to spend the additional time to get this
education.

A D M I S S I O N

Criteria for admission are largely intellectual and acad-
emic, although any activities showing initiative and
drive will strengthen an application. The academic
record is important, as is the written application, which
is usually 5 to 10 pages and sometimes runs to 20 or
more. The letters of reference are carefully read for evi-
dence that the applicant has the maturity, self-disci-
pline, ability, energy and initiative to succeed in the
program. There are no minimums for grades or test
scores, and both may be made irrelevant by the pages
that the student writes. There is no application fee.
Applicants are judged on their own merits, not by com-
parison with others. New students begin as freshmen.
Each year a handful enter directly from the eleventh
grade. An interview is desirable but is required only in
special cases.
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NAME OF APPLICANT

Mr/Ms/Miss/Mrs      Last    First  Middle

Applicant’s Address

City State Zip

Telephone    (                    ) e-mail address

Date of Birth /                   /                              
month day year

Citizenship: nn  U.S. Citizen nn  U.S. Permanent Resident nn  Other
Country

WRITER OF THIS REFERENCE

Home Address

City State Zip

Telephone    (                    )

MAILING INSTRUCTIONS:
Please return the completed form as soon as possible to the campus checked below:
nn  Director of Admissions nn  Director of Admissions

St. John’s College St. John’s College
Annapolis, Maryland 21404 Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Planned enrollment date: nn  August 20 nn  January 20 (January date for Santa Fe campus only)

TO THE APPLICANT: 
After filling in the above, give this form to the person who will write this letter of reference. It should be someone who knows
you well, and at least one letter of reference must be from one of your teachers in the school you last attended.

Federal law requires that this reference be available to you should you enroll at St. John’s College unless you waive
your right of access, in which case the letter will be kept confidential. Please sign and date this form in one of the two
places at the top of the following page.

TO THE WRITER OF THIS REFERENCE:
The person whose name appears above is applying for admission to St. John’s College. We would appreciate a
statement from you concerning the applicant’s scholarship, character and personality, and any other information that
you think would help us reach a wise decision on the application. Because the St. John’s program is unique in
American higher education and because students at St. John’s play such an active role in their own education, we ask that
you read the description of the program before writing your reference. In this way you will best be able to judge the com-
patibility of the applicant and St. John’s College. Please write your statement on this sheet (or attach a separate sheet),
detach it and return it to the indicated address as soon as possible. You may wish to keep a copy of your statement on
file, in case of difficulty with the postal service.

L e t t e r  o f  R e f e r e n c e

(Please Print)

Please complete next page
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Federal law requires that references be made available to applicants who enroll at St. John’s College unless the 
applicants agree to waive their right of access. Please have the applicant sign and date this form in the appropriate
place if you wish your remarks to remain confidential. Applicants who do not waive their right or do not sign at either
place will be permitted to read their references should they enroll in the college.

I do wish to waive my right of access to this letter:

Applicant’s signature Date

I do not wish to waive my right of access to this letter:

Applicant’s signature Date

How long have you known the applicant?

In what capacity?

(If as teacher, list subject(s) taught to applicant)

Signature Date

nn Check here if you would like to receive more information about St. John’s College. 
Thank you for your help.
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Private/No Religious Affiliation
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NAME OF APPLICANT

Mr/Ms/Miss/Mrs      Last    First  Middle

Applicant’s Address

City State Zip

Telephone    (                    ) e-mail address

Date of Birth /                   /                              
month day year

Citizenship: nn  U.S. Citizen nn  U.S. Permanent Resident nn  Other
Country

WRITER OF THIS REFERENCE

Home Address

City State Zip

Telephone    (                    )

MAILING INSTRUCTIONS:
Please return the completed form as soon as possible to the campus checked below:
nn  Director of Admissions nn  Director of Admissions

St. John’s College St. John’s College
Annapolis, Maryland 21404 Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Planned enrollment date: nn  August 20 nn  January 20 (January date for Santa Fe campus only)

TO THE APPLICANT: 
After filling in the above, give this form to the person who will write this letter of reference. It should be someone who knows
you well, and at least one letter of reference must be from one of your teachers in the school you last attended.

Federal law requires that this reference be available to you should you enroll at St. John’s College unless you waive
your right of access, in which case the letter will be kept confidential. Please sign and date this form in one of the two
places at the top of the following page.

TO THE WRITER OF THIS REFERENCE:
The person whose name appears above is applying for admission to St. John’s College. We would appreciate a
statement from you concerning the applicant’s scholarship, character and personality, and any other information that
you think would help us reach a wise decision on the application. Because the St. John’s program is unique in
American higher education and because students at St. John’s play such an active role in their own education, we ask that
you read the description of the program before writing your reference. In this way you will best be able to judge the com-
patibility of the applicant and St. John’s College. Please write your statement on this sheet (or attach a separate sheet),
detach it and return it to the indicated address as soon as possible. You may wish to keep a copy of your statement on
file, in case of difficulty with the postal service.

L e t t e r  o f  R e f e r e n c e

(Please Print)

Please complete next page
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Federal law requires that references be made available to applicants who enroll at St. John’s College unless the 
applicants agree to waive their right of access. Please have the applicant sign and date this form in the appropriate
place if you wish your remarks to remain confidential. Applicants who do not waive their right or do not sign at either
place will be permitted to read their references should they enroll in the college.

I do wish to waive my right of access to this letter:

Applicant’s signature Date

I do not wish to waive my right of access to this letter:

Applicant’s signature Date

How long have you known the applicant?

In what capacity?

(If as teacher, list subject(s) taught to applicant)

Signature Date

nn Check here if you would like to receive more information about St. John’s College. 
Thank you for your help.
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The music tutorial aims at the understanding of music
through attentive listening and through the close study
of musical theory and analysis of works of music — of
Bach, Beethoven, Mozart, Palestrina, and Stravinsky.
Students undertake a thorough investigation of the dia-
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the exposition of a perhaps unfamiliar subject, and it
gives them the opportunity to exercise their dialectical
skills in a setting different from the classroom.

T H E C O L L E G E

The college has an intellectual climate. It is a cohesive
community in which students are responsive to one
another. Work and play are not polarized; extracurricu-
lar activities supplement the curriculum. Social life is
informal; there are no sororities or fraternities.
Facilities are available for almost any sport, and most
students participate in intramural sports. Many are
involved in student government, publications, dramat-
ics, special-interest groups; students find their own
interests and cultivate them to the extent they choose.
But what goes on outside the classroom assumes much
of the character of what happens inside; it is pursued
with a sense of purpose and with the active participa-
tion of the students.

T H E S T U D E N T S

St. John’s students are intellectually alive. They habitu-
ally read books and value good talk; otherwise they fit
no pattern and come from all over the country. About
65 percent of them come from public schools. All stu-
dents must enter as freshmen, and about a fourth of
every freshman class are students who have had one,
two or even three years of college work elsewhere.
Attracted by the unique program that St. John’s offers,
they are willing to spend the additional time to get this
education.

A D M I S S I O N

Criteria for admission are largely intellectual and acad-
emic, although any activities showing initiative and
drive will strengthen an application. The academic
record is important, as is the written application, which
is usually 5 to 10 pages and sometimes runs to 20 or
more. The letters of reference are carefully read for evi-
dence that the applicant has the maturity, self-disci-
pline, ability, energy and initiative to succeed in the
program. There are no minimums for grades or test
scores, and both may be made irrelevant by the pages
that the student writes. There is no application fee.
Applicants are judged on their own merits, not by com-
parison with others. New students begin as freshmen.
Each year a handful enter directly from the eleventh
grade. An interview is desirable but is required only in
special cases.


