
The Great Books of Croquet 

My dad, David Collins, was one of five croquet players representing the United states in 
the first ever world croquet championships in 1989. In a sport as niche as croquet, he claims that 
you can’t help but end up personally knowing most of the authors of the books you read about it. 
This is why 9 out of 13 books of his collection are signed to him by the author- (most with some 
kind of an inside joke). Almost the entire collection was acquired through playing high level 
croquet tournaments in the early 1980s. He would bring a copy of a book to a tournament and 
ask for an autograph from the more famous players, such as J.W. Solomon, inventor of “The 
Solomon Grip” of the croquet mallet, or Jack Osborn, the founder of the United States croquet 
association. Other times, by the end of a tournament, the other player would give my dad a 
signed copy of his book. 

Much like St. Johns, the croquet community is a tiny, complicated place full of 
interesting (and often strange) people. Most croquet books have an entire section dedicated to 
jargon because new players will find simply understanding what croquet players are talking 
about while strategizing to be half the battle. Croquet is the only sport I can think of where 
owning a book collection on the sport is as popular as making your own equipment. 

The collection consists of every croquet-related book my dad could get his hands on as he 
became more and more immersed in the tiny world of croquet. It has everything from a first 
edition of the 1937 fiction novel The Croquet Player by H.G. Wells, to A Guide to Croquet Court 
Planning, Building, and Maintenance, which he used to build the croquet court that is currently 
in our Los Angeles backyard. 

I with all of these books sitting on the shelves of the house that I grew up in. I received 
my first croquet mallet when I was seven years old, and knew the proper technique of shooting a 
wicket before I knew how to ride a bike. When I got into St. Johns, my dad gave me this croquet 
book collection, not as a sentiment, but as required summer reading material to make sure that I 
knew enough about croquet to make the team. He gave me the books with the sole intention that 
they would help us beat Navy. In fact, as soon as my acceptance letter came in the mail, his 
number one priority has been beating Navy. 

I decided to enter these books into the contest to expose our polity to croquet culture 
outside of St. Johns. After growing up with all these books, I was shocked to find out that our 
book store only sells one book regarding croquet, and that our library is similarly lacking in the 
croquet department. With this book collection, I hope to lessen the divide between the niche 
world of St. Johns and the niche world of croquet. 
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