Once Upon a Tupa: A Trove of Lesser-Known Fairy Tales
If I had gone to school, without a doubt I would have been that kid. The one crouched
in a corner like Gollum, nose buried in a book, and growling at any other kid who dared
approach my territory. Luckily, I homeschooled and could read books undisturbed to my
heart’s content. I relished getting lost in faraway magical worlds and found the real world
sadly disappointing. My book collection began early, with my parents’ childhood volumes
being passed down to my eager fingers. Though now I cherish the memories of my parents
reading me to sleep from these fairy tales, I didn’t truly understand the significance of these
tomes at the time, and mostly liked to admire how beautiful they were on the shelf. I spent
most of my reading time at the local library, checking out whole sections of the children’s
shelves depending on what topic was my latest hyperfixation.
One day, that happened to be princess stories. Clambering into one of the library’s
reading nooks with my stack of illustrated ‘once upon a time’s, I noticed a recurring name.
The day I realized nearly every culture has a version of the iconic Cinderella tale, my
worldview was changed. Paradoxically, this both shrunk and expanded the world for me.
What other similarities are there between different cultures? Are there cultures I didn’t even
know existed? Are all people really the same, deep down? I longed to find out. My own house
was stocked with these forgotten international tales, and I had ignored this knowledge for so
long.
Soon I was making connections; every culture had some folktales about some form of
magic, as well as stories about animals. The same themes of evil step-relatives kept popping
up, as well as heroes slaying monsters. The details varied, but the base storylines stayed
more or less consistent. The worlds started to blend together into one massive universe that
served as my escape: a safe haven separate from my overwhelming yet somehow mundane
reality. And often, it made sense why some stories hadn’t made it into modern American
culture. Some morals were just too outdated, while some stories just seemed like knockoffs
of a well known Grimm or Perrault tale. But still, the individuality of these fairy tales and
folklore deserves to be known and celebrated. I grew up with relatively little knowledge about
my mixed European heritage, but when reading these collections of stories, I feel the ties to
my imaginative ancestors and the world as a whole.
These books inspired my own love for storytelling, which led to me becoming a TA for
a creative writing class, and even winning first place in a story writing contest. The beauty
of spinning a yarn and sharing it with others is the purest form of human interaction, and is
unique to us as a species. Whether passed down through my family or purchased on my own,
the works in my collection will be cherished, and I will keep these timeless treasures alive
for generations to come.
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