
Outside In: A Personal, Personal History of Pink Floyd 

One of the first things that people learn about me after a conversation or two is that I love Pink 

Floyd. Ah – but love seems to be too frivolous of a word here – I love a great many things; but 

Pink Floyd? I am obsessed with Pink Floyd. I often refer to myself as a cultist of Pink Floyd. I 

can think of no other single interest of mine that has affected my life (body, mind, and soul) so 

profoundly. But Kashya, you might be thinking, isn’t that a bit of an exaggeration? No, my dear 

reader, here I am entirely earnest in my devotion.  

I oft joke that I’ve been listening to Pink Floyd since I was in utero, as they are my father’s 

favorite band as well. I have no memory of listening to any Pink Floyd albums for the first time 

(except for The Endless River, which came out in 2014). When I was a kid, I would spend 

countless hours researching Pink Floyd on the early iterations of the world-wide web, quickly 

becoming a walking encyclopedia of Pink Floyd trivia – a talent which rarely has any practical 

use. It need not have practical use to hold great personal meaning though. And so, I continued 

my zealous research throughout my formative years, soaking up every piece of knowledge about 

Pink Floyd that I could, and then in 2004 the proverbial floodgates opened to me when Nick 

Mason, drummer of Pink Floyd, released his book Inside Out: A Personal History of Pink Floyd. 

This was something entirely new to me: the history of Pink Floyd told by the only band member 

who was there for the entire duration of the band – every album, every concert, every trial and 

success of the band.  

I was enraptured. 

We (the book and I) were inseparable. Every day in middle-school English class, I would read it 

during silent reading. Anytime I was on the bus or in the car, I was judiciously examining every 

page of this book. On a trip to see my grandparents in Wisconsin, this book was the only reading 

material that I brought (a small but telling gesture for a voracious bookworm). Looking at the 

worn corners and the cracked and tearing spine, I can see a physical manifestation of this 

devotion. Frankly, I am still a bit in awe of what an absolute treasure this book is for me and any 

other fellow Floyd fanatics. And so it is that Inside Out became the first book in my Pink Floyd 

collection.  

Shortly afterwards, Roger Waters – lyricist, vocalist, and bassist for Pink Floyd – announced that 

he would be setting out on a new world tour focused on Dark Side of the Moon. We lived just 

outside of Seattle, WA at the time, so we were able to get tickets for the roger Waters concert at 

the Key Arena for October 12, 2006 (the last show of the second leg of the tour). This was only 

my second concert ever (my first being Cher!) and it completely blew my 13-year-old mind. The 

theatricality of it all; seeing one of my idols in the flesh; singing along to every word with my 

father; seeing Roger Waters become emotional when singing Shine on You Crazy Diamond and 

Wish You Were Here – songs about former Pink Floyd founder and friend, Syd Barrett, who had 

passed only a few months prior – it was all so overwhelming and formative. My parents bought 

me a tour programme from that concert, an act for which I am immensely grateful, especially as 

this became the second piece of my collection.  

My collection has since grown with the addition of more books, magazines, concert programmes, 

vinyl records, tattoos, posters, various knickknacks, and more band t-shirts and apparel items 



than most acquire in their whole lifetimes. Some of these I’ve purchased for myself, and others 

have been gifted to me by friends and family. This collection is not only the diligent work of a 

diehard fan, but it is also, in a way, a re-telling of my life’s story so far. The different pieces 

point to different times in my life. They show how this interest has shaped me throughout my 

adolescence and into my adulthood, as well as how I have curated and tended to this unwavering 

passion throughout my life. In short, my Pink Floyd collection is my own personal history.  

Shine on, readers.   
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premiered at the Victoria & Albert Museum in London in 2017. I was able to travel to 

London to go to the exhibit during my birthday week in September 2017 and it was a 
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in Washington, D.C. I also saw this concert tour in Milwaukee on July 28, 2022 at the 

Fiserv Forum. Roger Waters is calling this his first farewell tour, so it’s quite possible that 

this will be the last concert of his that I attend. The concert was set in the round, and we 
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Washington D.C. At one point, while Roger Waters was walking around the stage, we 

made direct eye contact from less than 6 feet away, a real highlight of my various concert 

experiences! 

Rolling Stone no. 1114, September 30, 2010. 
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Barrett was no longer fully coherent, but it was one of the last interviews he ever did and 
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words.  
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Wow, what a book! This is another that I found out about fairly recently. Gerald Scarfe was the 

lead artist and animator for the band’s 1982 film Pink Floyd – The Wall. This book is an 

absolute treasure trove of Gerald Scarfe’s illustrations, including character sketches, early 

drafts of animations, and art that didn’t make the final cut of the film. One of the most 

remarkable aspects of this book (to me, at least) is that it consists of almost entirely new 

information, photos, and art that are not covered anywhere else! And Gerald Scarfe’s 

illustrations are just phenomenal for Floyd fanatics and ‘normies’ alike. 
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This was one of the first books on Pink Floyd that I ever bought myself. It’s not quite as good as 

some of the other books that were written by people close to the band, but it is still a good 

retelling of the history of Pink Floyd. This one has had its place on my bookshelf for well 

over a decade.  
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This book had been on my ‘Wanted Books’ list for years and I just happened to find it in a used 

bookstore randomly last year! I haven’t had a chance to read it fully yet, but it is the first 

biography of Roger Waters and is regarded pretty highly in the Floydian community. The 

book starts with the polemic line “The Wall was Roger Waters's first album” which is quite 

the catchy opener! 
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Another of my favorites. This is a book about the artwork of Pink Floyd written by one of the 

artists who worked with the band throughout almost their entire careers. Storm Thorgerson 

was a childhood friend of the members of Pink Floyd and when he founded the graphic art 

group Hipgnosis in 1968, it became the obvious choice for Pink Floyd’s design needs. 

Hipgnosis is responsible for almost every album cover that Pink Floyd released, including 

the quintessential prism of Dark Side of the Moon. Storm Thorgerson is not only a 

masterful visionary in the field of rock music aesthetics, but he is also an extremely 

intelligent, clever, and witty writer. Thorgerson even opens the book with his own 

Apologia, which I think my fellow Johnnies would appreciate! 




